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AMEMDMEMIS to thf CLAIMS; 

Please amend the claims as follows. This listing of claims will replace all prior listings. 
1-8. (CANCELLED) 

9. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) The suspe n s i on system <u> iccited in claim 7, farther 
c omprising 

A suspension system comprising! 

^p jta p x ^^ j UfttraatdJ e ^ defining an arcuate 

segment^ a rearward leaf spring segment, and a mounting segment intermfidiaift 
saiH forward leaf spring ap-gmwif and said rearward Iftaf spring segment: and 
a rear attachment system comprising a sh ear damper mounted to said rearward leaf spring 
gftgmftnt; 

a mount overmolded to said rearward leaf spring segment, said shear damper mounted 
directly to said mount, 

10-11. (CANCELED) 

12. (ORIGINAL) The suspensi o n system as recited in claim 7, fur t hci lumpt using 
A suspension system comprising: 

a composite leaf spring com prising a forward leaf spring segment defining an arcuate 
se gment T a rearward leaf spring segment, and a mounting segment intermediate 
said forward leaf spring segment *"d said rearward leaf spring segment; and 

a mar attachment system comprising a shear Hamper mounted tfl said rftflrwflrd leaf SOIW 
segment- and 

a substantially rectilinear mount to receive said rearward leaf spring segment, said 
rearward leaf spring segment substantially free to longitudinally slide within said 
substantially rectilinear mount, 
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13. (CANCELED) 

14. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) A method ' as rec i teeHii cfcrim 13, wfacrrin said step 
(2) compris e s 

A method -of . mounting a composite leaf spring to a rear attachment system mou nted to a 

vehicle maioton^ 

(1 ) forming a rearward leaf spring ■segmen t ftsnn end of a composite leaf springi 
(9) nllnrlrmor n ghfifll daiDpfll faeLWfigD thfl rearward teaf spring Rftgmpnt and the vehicle 
mainframe such that the rearward leaf spring segment is longitudinally movahlft 
parallel fn rhft vfthirlft mainframe; aft rhft shftar damper mnvfta in shear and fixing 
the shear damper to the vehicle mainframe and a mount overmolded to the 
rearward leaf spring segment. 

15. (ORIGINAL) A method of mounting a composite leaf spring to a rear attachment 
system mounted to a vehicle mainframe comprising the steps of: 

(1) forming a rearward leaf spring segment as an end of a composite leaf spring; 

(2) slidably retaining the rearward leaf spring segment within a mount; and 

(3) attaching a shear damper between the mount and the vehicle mainframe such that the 

rearward leaf spring segmenL is longitudinally movable parallel to the vehicle 
mainframe as the shear damper moves in shear and the rearward leaf spring 
segment slides within the mount. 

16-22. (CANCELED) 
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